Sound Devices

Music to your ears!

Sound devices enliven prose or poetry, bringing it to auditory life and
accentuating the experience (such as eating ripe blackberries)
conveyed in the text.

Sound devices writers indulge in include alliteration, assonance,
rhyme, onomatopoeia and rhythm & meter.

Let's take a look (and a listen, as it were)...
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Practice Scansion

Let's take a look at two poems and their cool rhythmic, musical
qualities.

|dentify the poetic foot and meter and ponder how these poetic
choices add to the mood and meaning of the poem.

What other sound devices can you spot?
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The Destruction of Senna

BY LORD BYRON (GEORGE GORDON).

The Assyrian came down like the wo
And his cohorts were gleaming in pu
And the sheen of their spears was like !
When the blue wave rolls nightly on deé
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Like the leaves of the forest when Summer is greem;
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https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43827/the-destruction-of-sennacherib

For the ﬂngel ol LJeath sprea::l his wings on the blast,
And breathed in the face of the foe as he passed;
And the Eyes of the sleepers waxed deadl}r and chill,

And their hearts but once heaved, and for ever grew still!
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Academy of American Mational Poetry American Poets
Poets.org Login Donate
Poets Month Magazine

https://poets.org/poem/because-i-could-not-stop-death-479

Find and share the perfect poems. poem-a-day

library (texts, books &

more)
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Open Ended Question;
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1. ldentify sound devices in "Blackberry Eating." That's the easy part, LOL. 2.
Then analyze the IMPACT and/or EFFECT of these sound devices on the reader. How
do the sounds create MOOD? How do the sounds develop a THEME or PHILOSOPHY

or CENTRAL IDEA in the poem? 3. Consider at last how the sounds COMPLEMENT
the meaning/message/topic in the poem.

Please enter your answer here.
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1. ldentify sound devices in "Beat! Beat! Drums!" That's the easy part, LOL. 2.
Then analyze the IMPACT and/or EFFECT of these sound devices on the reader. How
do the sounds create MOOD? How do the sounds develop a THEME or PHILOSOPHY

or CENTRAL IDEA in the poem? 3. Consider at last how the sounds COMPLEMENT
the meaning/message/topic in the poem.

Please enter your answer here.
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Beat! Beat! Drums!

BY WALT WHITMAN

Beat! beat! drums!'—blow! bugles! blo
Through the windows—through doo
Into the solemn church, and scatter th
Into the school where the scholar is stu

Hw with his bride,

ot gathering his grain,

Leave not the bridegrﬂﬂm quiet—no happl .
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Nor the peaceful farmer any peace, ploughing his
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https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45469/beat-beat-drums

Are beds prepared for sleepers at night 1n the houses? no sleepers must sleep In those
beds,

No bargainers’ bargains by day—no brokers or speculators—would they continue?

Would the talkers be talking? would the singer attempt to sing?

Would the lawyer rise in the court to state his case before the judge?
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Review

Let's read aloud a poem that incorporates several sound devices while
we listen to ocean wave sounds!

Make notes on what sound devices are used and how EFFECTIVE they
are in conveying the experience of the poem.
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Break, Break, Break

BY ALFRED, LORD TENNYSON

Break, break, break,
On thy cold gray stones, O Sea!

And I would that my tongue could utt
The tlmughts that arise in me.
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O, well for the fisherman's boy,

That he shouts with his sister at pla}r!
O, well for the sailor lad,

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45318/break-break-break

And the statel}f smps g0 on

To their haven under the hill:
But O for the touch of a vanish'd hand,

And the sound of a voice thar is sull!
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Final Activity

1. Watch the clip from Dead Poets Society for inspiration and an
example of what your small group will be doing...

2. Find a rhythmic poem that demonstrates the awesomeness of
sound devices.

3. Concoct and practice a presentation of the poem that

accentuates and spotlights the sound devices in a fun and
creative and effective way.

4. Perform for the class.
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